
Mass: Ash Wednesday  
 

 
Entrance  

GOD OF MERCY (F.2) 
 
God of mercy and compassion 
Look with pity upon me 
Father let me call Thee Father 
Tis thy child returns to Thee 
 
Jesus Lord I ask for mercy 
Let me not implore in vain 
All my sins I now detest them 
Help me not to sin again 
 
By my sins I have abandoned 
Death and endless misery 
Hell with all its pains and torments 
And for all eternity 
 
By my sins I have abandoned 
Right and claim to heaven above 
Where the saints rejoice forever 
In a boundless sea of love 
 
See our Savior, bleeding, dying 
On the cross of Calvary 
To that cross my sins have nailed him 
Yet he bleeds and dies for me 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps50:3-6, 12-14, 17 (Sunday Missal Pg.246) 

Have mercy on us, O Lord for we have sinned 
 
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness 
In your compassion blot out my offence 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
And cleanse me from my sin 
 
My offences truly I know them 
My sin is always before me 
Against you, you alone have I sinned 
What is evil in your sight I have done 
 
A pure heart create for me O God 
Put a steadfast spirit within me 
Do not cast me away from your presence 
Not deprive e of your holy spirit 
 
Give me again the joy of your help 
With a spirit of fervor sustain me 
O Lord open my lips 
And my mouth shall declare your praise 
 

 

 
 
Collection 

FREELY, FREELY (F 16) 
 
God forgave my sins in Jesus name 
I’ve been born again in Jesus name 
And in Jesus name I come to you 
To share his love as he told me to 
 
He said freely, freely you have received 
Freely, freely give 
Go in my name and because you believe 
Others will know that I live 
 
All power is given in Jesus name 
In earth and heaven in Jesus name 
And in Jesus name I come to you 
To share his life as he told me to 
 
 
Offertory   

WHAT THOU GAVEST (C.15) 
 
What thou gavest for the taking 
Now as works of human making 
Let us Lord give back to Thee 
Let us Lord give back to Thee 
 
These our gifts by Christ made royal 
Come from hearts contrite and loyal 
Take them Father with our love 
Take them Father with our love 
 
May this bread and may this wine then 
Born on earth be made divine when 
They become Christ’s sacrifice 
They become Christ’s sacrifice 
 
So may foods that quench and nourish 
Change to make the spirit flourish 
Pledge of heaven’s feast of joy 
Pledge of heaven’s feast of joy  

 

 
Distribution of ashes 

ASHES (song sheet) 

 

We rise again from ashes 
From the good we’ve failed to do 
We rise again from ashes 
To create ourselves anew 
If all our world is ashes 
Then must our lives be true  
An offering of ashes 
An offering to you 
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We offer you our failures 
We offer you attempts 
The gifts not fully given 
The dreams not fully dreamt 
Give our stumbling direction 
Give our visions wider view 
An offering of ashes 
An offering to you 
 
Then rise again from ashes  
Let healing come to pain 
Though spring has turned to winter 
And sunshine turned to rain 
The rain we’ll use for growing 
And create the world anew 
From an offering of ashes  
An offering to you 
 
Thanks be to the Father 
Who make us like himself 
Thanks be to his son 
Who saved us by his death 
Thanks be to the spirit 
Who creates the world anew 
From an offering of ashes 
An offering to you 
 

 

 
Communion  

KEEP WE THE FAST(song sheet) 

 

Keep we the fast that men of old 
Learned from on high in mystic ways 
Till yonder sun hath duly told 
His hallowed tale of forty days 
 
This covenant long since revealed 
To patriarchs and ardent seers 
Christ by his own example sealed 
Author of time and Lord of years 
 
More wisely therefore let us walk 
Sparing of food and wine and sleep 
Over our trifles and our talk 
More jealous be the watch we keep 
 
Still by our sins O Lord we grieve 
Thy love so full of pardon free 
Author of mercy still reprieve 
The souls that turn again to thee 
 
 

 
 
Remember whence our fashion came 
Frail creatures yet thy creatures still 
Crush for the glory of thy name 
The murmuring of our stubborn will 
 
The guilt that dooms us put away 
With larger grace our prayers requite 
At last and ever from this day 
Teach us to live as in thy sight 
 
Hear us O Trinity sublime 
And undivided unity 
So let this consecrated time 
Bring forth thy fruits abundantly 
 
 
Communion 

NEARER MY GOD (J.14) 
 
Nearer my God to Thee neared to Thee 
E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me 
Still all my song shall be nearer my God to Thee 
Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee 
 
Deep in Thy sacred heart let me abide 
Thou that hast bled for me sorrowed and died 
Sweet shall my weeping be grief surely leading me 
Nearer my God to Thee nearer to Thee 
 
Friends may depart from me night may come down 
Clouds of adversity darken and frown 
Still through my tears I’ll see, hope gently leading me 
Nearer my God to thee nearer to Thee 

 
 
 
Concluding 

DUST, DUST AND ASHES(song sheet) 

 

Dust, dust and ashes lie over on my grave 
Dust, dust and ashes lie over on my grave 
And the Lord shall bear my spirit home 
And the Lord shall bear my spirit home 
 
They crucified my savior and nailed him to the cross 
They crucified my savior and nailed him to the cross 
And the Lord shall bear my spirit home 
And the Lord shall bear my spirit home 
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